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Dear Ms. Salas:

The purpose of this letter is to inform the Commission that Allegiance Telecom,
Inc. ("Allegiance") supports the position that the Commission should adopt the rules
necessary to ensure that non-carrier competitive directory assistance providers, including
those acting as agents of telecommunications carriers, have nondiscriminatory access to
local exchange carrier ("LEC") directory listing information at prices comparable to
those paid by other providers of directory assistance services.

In recent years, the Commission's rules have required incumbent LECs to provide
competitive LECs with directory assistance services at prices based on forward-looking
costs. As a result of the Commission's recent decision in the UNE Remand Order,
however, directory assistance no longer is defined as an unbundled network element
pursuant to section 251(d) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended ("Act").' In
making the determination that directory assistance does not meet the unbundling
requirements of section 251(d), the Commission largely relied on evidence of the
existence of a wholesale market and opportunities for competitors to self-provision
directory assistance services. 2 The Commission should ensure the viability of the
wholesale market identified by making LEC directory listing information available to
non-carrier competitive directory assistance providers on a nondiscriminatory basis.

Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions ofthe Telecommunications
Act of 1996, CC Docket No. 96-98, Third Report and Order and Fourth Further Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 99-238, ~ 442 (reI. Nov. 5, 1999) ("UNE Remand Order").

2 Id, ~ 441.
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Without nondiscriminatory access to directory listing information, non-carrier
competitive providers of directory assistance lack the ability to provide a quality
alternative to the service provided by incumbent LECs and large competitive carriers. To
ensure that the wholesale market identified by the Commission in the UNE Remand
Proceeding flourishes, Allegiance submits that the Commission should adopt rules that
permit non-carrier providers of competitive directory assistance service, including those
acting as agents of telecommunications carriers, to have an equal opportunity to obtain
LEC directory listing information.

Pursuant to section 1.1206(b)(I) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R.
§1.1206(b)(1), an original and one copy of this letter are being provided to you for
inclusion in the public record of the above-referenced proceeding.

Sincerely,

Ruth Milkman

Counsel for Allegiance Telecom, Inc.

cc: Attached Service List
Gregory M. Cooke
Charles L. Keller



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Elissa Handler, do hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing "Written Ex

Parte" was served this 6th day of January, 2000, via first-class mail, postage prepaid,

upon each of the parties on the attached service list.
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MCI WorldCom
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Philip L. Verveer, Esq.
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Sophie 1. Keefer, Esq.
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1155 21 st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036-3384

Andre J. Lachance, Esq.
GTE Service Corporation
1850 M Street, NW
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Douglas E. Hart, Esq.
Frost & Jacobs, LLP
2500 PNC Center
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Leonard 1. Kennedy, Esq.
Loretta 1. Garcia, Esq.
Cecile G. Neuvens, Esq.
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

John M. Goodman, Esq.
Michael E, Glover, Esq.
Bell Atlantic
1300 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Gregory 1. Vogt, Esq.
Kenneth 1. Krisko, Esq.
Nicole M. McGinnis, Esq.
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

John F. Raposa, Esq.
GTE Service Corporation
600 Hidden Ridge, HQE03J27
Irving, TX 75038

Steven P. Goldman, General Counsel
Teltrust, Inc.
6322 South 3000 Esat
Salt Lake City, UT 84121

Kelly Cameron, Esq.
Powell, Goldstein, Frazer &
Murphy, LLP
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
6th Floor
Washington, DC 20004

Kathryn Marie Krause, Esq.
Dan L. Poole, Esq.
U S West Communications, Inc.
1020 19th Street, NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Gerald J. Waldron, Esq.
Mary Newcomer Williams, Esq.
Covington & Burling
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
P.O. Box 7566
Washington, DC 20044

Michelle W. Cohen, Esq.
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, LLP
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Tenth Floor
Washington, DC 20004



Lawrence E. Sarjeant, Esq.
Linda L. Kent, Esq.
Keith Towsend, Esq.
John Hunter, Esq.
Julie E. Rones, Esq.
United States Telephone Association
1401 H Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005

International Transcription Service, Inc.
1231 20th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036
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Ms. Judy Boley
Federal Communications Commission
1-C804
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
** via hand delivery

Albert Halprin, Esq.
Joel Bernstein, Esq.
Halprin, Temple, Goodman and Maher
555 12 Street, NW
Suite 950 N
Washington, DC 20004

Gary M. Cohen, Esq.
Lisa N. Anderson, Esq.
Blumenfeld & Cohen
1625 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20036

Lonn Beedy
Metro One Telecommunications, Inc.
11200 Murray Scholls Place
Beaverton, OR 97007

Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite TW-A325
Washington, D.C. 20554
** via hand delivery

Mr. Al McCloud
Network Services Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite TW-A325
Washington, D.C. 20554
** Diskette copy via hand delivery

** via hand delivery


